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ISSH in a Glance

Tuition-free, online, Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Social Studies

An EQF Qualified, Guition-free graduate school offering online, critical, and
inGerdisciplinary education in the social sciences—accessible globally, rooted in
academic freedom and free access to knowledge.

2. AcademiX

Open, free, Learning for Agency and Change

A dynamic learning platform providing free, open-access Massive Open Online
Courses (MOOCs) designed to empower personal agency, civic awareness, and social
Gransformabion and skill development.

Transmedia Knowledge Exchange Platform for Democratized Knowledge

A multilingual, multi-format space for the free flow of knowledge—connecbing learners,
Bhinkers, and researchers through arbicles, self paced courses, podcasts, essays, videos,
and dialogues.



ISSH in a Glance

4. University Press

Open Access, Open Infrastructure, Mulbilingual Publication of Scholarly Journals and Monographs
A scholarly press committed to the Open Access Movement and publishing critical
research in multiple languages—freely accessible, and grounded in author-centered
principles.

b. Inbernational Conferences

Hosting InGernational & Mulbilingual Interdisciplinary Conferences

Convenings of the biennial InGernational Conference on Contemporary Iranian Studies
(ICCl) and other events by scholars, activists, and practitioners engaging across
languages and disciplines—where urgent ideas meet global dialogue.

6. Research & Innovation Center

Cross-disciplinary Research and Educational Innovations
A space for developing bold, cross-disciplinary research and reimagining educational
pracbice through critical inquiry and innovabive design.



Democracy,

The world is undergoing a profound Gransformation. War is no longer an
exception but a renewed political strabegy, democracy faces existenbial
threats, and the media, once a force for accountability, has become a
battleground for Gruth. As global powers recalibrate Gheir positions in an
increasingly fragmented world, Iran stands ab a critical juncture, shaped
by both internal struggles and external pressures.

Our conference, Peace, Democracy, and Media, seeks to critically dissect
the shifting world order - its ideological fractures, power struggles, and
media landscapes - while exploring how these forces converge in the
Iranian context both inside Iran and in Ghe diaspora. By bringing Gogether
scholars, philosophers, theorists, researchers, and journalists, we aim o
move beyond surface narratives and engage in a deep, interdisciplinary
inGerrogation of the forces shaping Iran and the world at large.




Thursday 19 June 2025

Opening Session

Negin Shiraghai - Conference Hosb, Journalist and Director of Azadi Nebwork

Narges Mohammadi - Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 2023

Touraj Atabaki - Senior Research Fellow ab the InGernational Institute of Social History




Transnational Feminism and the Reimagining of
Sustainable Peace in Iran and Beyond

Maryam Shirinsokhan - Women's Right Acbivist

Negina Yari - Member of WILPF’s InGernational Board, South Asia Regional Representative

Jeiran Moghaddam Charkari - Postdoctoral Researcher Duisburg Essen University

Mansoureh Shjaee - Women's Right Researcher and Writer, Visiting Fellow VU




Media, Power, and Populism:
Public Opinion and Information Control in Contemporary Iran

Ammar Maleki - Assistant Professor of Comparative Politics, Tilburg University.

Parviz Yari - Senior Researcher, Defending Free Flow of Information in Iran (DeFFl)

Naimeh Doostdar - Jounalist

Arash Ghajarjazi - Postdoctoral Research Fellow in Religious Studies at Ubrecht Universiby



Authoritarianism and Nationalism in Contemporary Iran

Mohammad Hosseiny Sohi - Social Studies Student, PhD in Civil Engineering

Hadi Miri Ashbiani - Social Studies Graduate, Independent Researcher

Azad Mohamadyani - PhD in Political Science

Alireza Behtoui - Professor of Sociology at Sédertorn University, Sweden




Media Ecosystems and Transitional Justice in Iran:
From Narrative Framing to Acbivism

Shadi Manesh - Human Rights Lawyer

Payam Akhavan - Professor of InGernational Law at McGill University

Arash Mohebi - Strategic Communicabtions Expert

Raha Bahreini - Human Rights Lawyer and Researcher



The War of Ideas and the Possibiliy of Peace and Freedom

Mohammad Reza Nikfar - Philosopher & Faculty Member in Political Thought ab Iran Academia

Navid Gorgin - Researcher at the University of Paris (Université Paris 8)




Friday 20 June 2025

Truth in Exile: Repression and Legal Insecurity of
Iranian Journalists-From Prison Go Forced Migration

Behnam Daraeizadeh - Human Rightis Lawyer, Researcher, and Journalist

Saeid Dehghan - Human Rights Lawyer and Member of the Internabional Association of Lawyers




Nationalism and Feminism in Digital Spaces

Mitra Shamsi - Postdoctoral Research Fellow

Behdad Bordbar - Social Studies Graduate and Journalist




Right-Wing Nationalism in Iran: From Historical Foundations to the Digital Sphere

Kaveh Azarhoosh - Doctoral Candidate at King’s College London

Arash Ghajarjazi - Postdoctoral Research Fellow in Religious Studies at Utrecht University




The Political Economy of Iran and Sanctions

Mehrdad Vahabi - Professor of Economics at Université Sorbonne Paris Nord

Bahman Ahmadi Amuie - Economic Journalist and Author

Mohammad Reza Farzanegan - Professor of Economics ab Philipps-Universitat Marburg




Roundbtable on Internabtional Relations

Annetbe Freyberg-lnan - Professor of International Relations Theory at UvA

Kamran Matin - Associabe Professor of International Relations at the Universiby of Sussex, UK

Shabnam Holiday - Associate Professor in International Relations at the University of Plymouth



Thought and Cultural Defiance as ModaliGies of Resistance

Saeed Madani - Imprisoned Sociologist, Researcher

Atefeh Chaharmahalian - Poet, Human Rights Advocate, and Former PoliGical Prisoner




Saturday 21 June 2025 - Online

Reimagining Peace Through Artistic, Culbural, and Narrative Practices

Sara Haddadi - Communication Designer and Journalist

Masih Karimi - Artist, Researcher, and Fine Arts Graduabe from the Albertina Academy of Turin

Soma Negahdarinia - Social Studies Graduate and Independent Researcher




Women, AuthoritGarianism, and Resilience: Pursuing Peace in an Era of Crisis

Rezvan Moghaddam - Independent Researcher in Women’s Studies

Maryam Mousavi - Social Studies Student, Optomebrist, PhD




Individual Research Presentations

Davoud Changizi - Social Studies Graduate, and Civil Engineer

Emanuel Shokrian - Independent Researcher, Graduate in the History and Philosophy of Education
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